Minutes
Oak Island Stormwater Advisory Board

Meeting of November 20, 2006 
Members Present

Jim Boney, Chair; Bob Zeid, Co-Chair; Susan Pierce, Secretary; Elaine Painter
Staff Present

Gene Kudgus, Jim Musselwhite

Visitors

Dara Royal, Town Council
Quorum

Yes
Old Business

1. Storm Water Study
Jim Musselwhite reported his progress on the drainage-problem-areas depicted on his map of the streets of Oak Island.  He is examining the topographical drawings of each of the problem areas to identify both where the ponding is coming from and potential solutions.

Gene Kudgus is working on the narrative part of the study.

2. Storm Water Study Timeline

Gene Kudgus discussed how difficult it is to construct a precise timeline due to unforeseen work that comes into the Public Works department (e.g. grant applications this quarter).  However, he does foresee that the study will be substantially completed by this board’s July 2007 meeting; and that the entire study, with both capital budget and ongoing operations and maintenance budget should be done by this board’s December 2007 meeting.

Jim Musselwhite is also working to put the study into the GIS computer program so that there will be both a paper trail and an electronic trail of what the engineering study identifies.

3. Status of Ongoing Storm Water Projects

The Pelican ditch-pipe-replacement project is underway.  The water pipe upgrade needs to be completed; then, the storm water drainage project can be finished.

While awaiting the full storm water drainage study and improvements, “puddling” continues on both state roads (e.g. Beach Drive) and some town roads (e.g., Barbee Blvd.).  Gene Kudgus will discuss with town attorneys the potential for posting warning signs in these areas to alert motorists.

New Business

1. NPDES draft permit status
Jim Musselwhite has received the latest draft from the state on the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements.  This draft will be mailed to this advisory board for review and comment.  This is the opportunity to examine if the draft requirements are indeed applicable to the Oak Island situation.
Having a web site that keeps the public informed about storm water and other potential pollutant discharges is one of the requirements.  Bob Zeid has gathered much of the requisite educational information and Elaine Painter volunteered to work further with Bob Zeid on the content of this web site.  Jim Musselwhite is to procure server availability so that content can be posted for all board members to review before it goes to the town manager for approval and public posting.

2. Coastal Resources Advisory Commission

Dara Royal attends the meetings of the Coastal Resources Advisory Commission on a regular basis.  She has offered to bring reports to this board and her offer was gratefully accepted.  At this meeting she shared information (which she obtained at the September meeting at Carolina Beach) about “grassy pavers” which create a pervious surface suitable for parking.
She will continue to share “best practices” in storm water management with the board.

3. Cost of storm water drainage projects and maintenance

Jim Boney presented the importance of sharing with the public the cost of dealing with storm water drainage on our island.  Recognizing that not all costs can be identified as both equipment and personnel are shared with the street department, certainly the costs of specific projects can be identified.
It was decided that the town budget for Fiscal Year 05-06 can be used to identify both storm water revenue (from the monthly fees to residences and businesses) and the expense of specific projects and salaries.  This revenue/expense accounting will be presented at the next meeting on January 15th by Gene Kudgus.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM.
Next Meeting
January 15, 2007; 6:00 PM EST; Oak Island Recreation Center
